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Submitting to The Collegian

"T'he Seminole State Colle-
gian" is published during the fall
and spring semesters by the Sem-
inole State College Office of Me-
dia Relations, under the direction
of Josh Hutton. The staff reserves
the right to edit submitted materi-
al for spelling and style. Consid-
eration is given to all submitted
material, but submission does not
ensure publication. No anony-
mous material will be considered.
All views expressed are those of the
author and not necessarily those
of Seminole State College. "The

Seminole State College, in com-
pliance with Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, Executive Or-
der 11246 as amended, Title X of
the Educational Amendments of
1972, and other Federal laws and
regulations, does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, nation-
al origin, gender, age, religion,
handicap, or status as a veteran
in any of its policies, practices or
procedures. This includes, but is
not limited to, admissions, em-
ployment, financial aid and edu-
cational services. Questions and

Strong Showing at SSC FFA
Interscholastic Meet

Collegian" is distributed on the concerns can be directed to Josh
SSC campus and mailed to more  Hutton at 405-382-9283.
than 300 friends of the college.

Seminole State College hosted its eighth annual SSC FFA Interscholastic
Meet on Thursday, April 9, welcoming more than 1,800 high school stu-
dents from 134 schools across Oklahoma. Associate Professor of Agricul-
sscok.edu/media. You can also view our collection of ture Wendy Rich and the SSC Aggie Club organized the event. Pictured,
archives, which includes past issues of The Collegian. participants gather in the Raymond Harber Field House as the event be-

gins.
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Stay up-to-date with all campus news by visiting
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BASKETBALL

NEVER MISS A GAME OF SSC SPORTS

Students and employees can attend
every SSC athletic event for free with
a campus ID. View sports schedules

at sscathletics.com. Students take part in the land judging competition at Duncan Farms

during Seminole State College’s FFA event.
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SSC Student-Athletes Volunteer with A League of Their Own
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Members of the SSC women’s soccer and softball teams, alongside SSC employees, volunteered at A League of Their Own’s game on April 27 at the
Avedis Foundation Adaptive Field. The co-ed softball league provides individuals with cognitive or physical disabilities the opportunity to play baseball.
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Sprlng Banque’r Draws More Than 450 Gues’rs

The Seminole State College Edu-
cational Foundation hosted its 31st
Annual Spring Recognition Banquet
on Thursday, April 30, in the Utter-
back Ballroom of the Enoch Kelly
Haney Center. More than 450 guests
attended the event, which serves as a
major fundraiser and recognition cer-
emony honoring alumni, employees
and students. The event raised nearly
$60,000.

This year, Victoria Brooks and
Carole Carter were inducted into
the SSC Alumni Hall of Fame. The
Distinguished Service Award was pre-
sented to longtime SSC Medical Lab-
oratory Technology Program Director
Perthena Latchaw.

Latchaw devoted 30 years of service
to Seminole State College, serving
from 1982 to 2012 as Director of the
Medical Laboratory Technology Pro-
gram. During her tenure, she led the
program’s accreditation efforts, taught
coursework and maintained clinical
affiliate partnerships that helped pre-
pare generations of students for ca-
reers in laboratory science. She also
made an impact through professional
leadership and global outreach, in-
cluding work as a consultant with the
American Society for Clinical Pathol-

Brooks, a Seminole State College
alumna, attended SSC from 2010 to
2012 and earned an Associate of Ap-
plied Science with a healthcare fo-
cus. She currently serves as a Surgical
Physician Assistant in the Congenital
Heart Surgery Division at Oklahoma
Children’s Hospital — OU Health,
where she is part of a specialized team
providing care for infants, children
and adults with complex structural
heart disease.

Carter attended then Seminole Ju-
nior College from 1974 to 1976 and
was a member of the 1976 national
basketball

team. She went on to build a career in

championship women’s
education, coaching and service that
spanned more than four decades. Car-
ter served as a teacher, counselor and
coach at schools across Oklahoma and
was inducted into the Oklahoma Girls
Basketball Hall of Fame in 2014.

Five students were recognized as
Outstanding Students of the Year by
their academic divisions: Savannah
Averitt of Norman, Business and Edu-
cation Division; Lilly Jones of Prague,
Health Sciences
Young of Holdenville, Language Arts

Division; Braden

and Humanities Division; Gavin Wil-

>> Cont. on Page 5

Distinguished Service Award honoree Perthena Latchaw visits with former
Seminole State College President Dr. Jim Cook prior to the Spring Rec-
ognition Bangquet. Latchaw, retired Director of the SSC Medical Labo-
ratory Technology Program, was honored for her 30 years of service to the

College.

Seminole State College inducted Victoria Brooks (left) and Carole Carter
(right) into the SSC Alumni Hall of Fame at the event.
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liams of Edmond, Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathematics
Division; and Christian Herlehy of
Shawnee, Social Sciences Division.

Campus organizational leaders
were also recognized, including Fac-
ulty Senate President Paul Juhasz,
Professional Staff Council Chair Ali-
cia Ryan, Classified Staff Association
President Tisha Simon and Student
Government  Association President
Asia Johnson.

Employees honored for milestone
service included Mechell Downey,
Director of Board Relations and Ad-

ministrative Operations, 25 years; Te-

resa Norman, I'T Technician, 25 years;

Dr. Bill Knowles, Vice President for
Academic and Student Affairs, 20
years; and Kelli McBride, Assistant
Professor of English and Language
Arts and Humanities Division Chair,
20 years.

Retirees recognized at the event in-
cluded Julie Hix, Comptroller; Tina
Savage, Talent Search Advisor; and
Dr. Ricky Streight, Associate Professor
of STEM.

The SSC Educational Foundation,
established in 1972, supports scholar-
ships, faculty initiatives and campus
development. For more information
or to make a contribution, visit sscok.
edu/foundation.

Pictured left to right are: Savannah Averitt, Business and Education; Lilly
Jones, Health Sciences; Braden Young, Language Arts and Humanities;
Gavin Williams, Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics;
and Christian Herlehy, Social Sciences.
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SSC recognized campus organzzatzonal leaders during the event. chtured
left to right are: Paul Juhasz, Faculty Senate President; Alicia Ryan, Pro-
fessional Staff Council Chair; Tisha Simon, Classified Staff Association

President; and Asia Johnson, Student Government Association President.

Crote !

SSC recognized employees for milestone years of service during the ban-
quet. Pictured left to right are: Mechell Downey, Director of Board Re-
lations and Administrative Operations, 25 years; leresa Norman, IT
Technician, 25 years; Kelli McBride, Assistant Professor of English and
Language Arts and Humanities Division Chair, 20 years; and Dr. Bill
Knowles, Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs, 20 years.

——

SSC honored three retirees during the event. Pictured left to right are: Ju-
lie Hix, Comptroller; Tina Savage, Talent Search Advisor; and Dr. Ricky
Streight, Associate Professor of STEM.

Among,J the guests celebrating SSC at the Spring Recognition Banquet
were (standing, left to right) former Vice President for Student Affairs Dr.
Brad Walck, former Trojan Baseball Coach Lloyd Simmons, former coun-
selor Cynthia Yerby, former Athletic Director Dr. Thurman Edwards; and
(seated left to right) 2026 Alumni Hall of Fame inductee Carole Carter,
former Belles Coach Dixie Woodall and current Belles Coach Rita Sto-
ry-Schell.
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SSC Board Chair to Deliver Keynote at
SSC’s 93rd Commencement

Seminole State College will hold
its 93rd Commencement Ceremony
on Friday, May 8 at 10 a.m. in the
Raymond Harber Field House on
campus. The event will recognize stu-
dents completing coursework require-
ments for their degree programs.

Chair of the Seminole State Col-
lege Board of Regents Marci Donaho
will serve as this year’s keynote speak-
er. Donaho is the former Executive
Director of the Jasmine Moran Chil-
dren’s Museum, a position she held
for over 25 years prior to her retire-
ment in 2022. She also spent 28 years
as elementary classroom teacher in
public schools in Arizona and Okla-
homa.

She recently completed 10 years of
service as a member of the Seminole
Public Schools Board of Education.

An active civic leader in community

and state organizations, she has served

as President of the Seminole Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Seminole
Rotary Club.

She is a graduate of Leadership
Seminole and of Class XII of the
Leadership Oklahoma Program. She
was a three-time finalist for the Jour-
nal Record’s “Woman of the Year” rec-
ognition and was named Seminole’s
“Citizen of the Year” in 2002.

Donaho will be stepping down from
the SSC Board of Regents on June 30,
2026 as her current seven-year term
expires. She was appointed by three
different Governors to serve on the
SSC Board - giving her the distinc-
tion of being the longestserving Re-
gent in the history of the institution.

The ceremony will begin with an
invocation by Ben Little, who serves
as Student Success Specialist with
the college’s NASNTT (Native Amer-
ican Serving Non-Tribal Institution)

Chair of SSC Board of Regents
Marci Donaho

Grant. SSC President Lana Reyn-
olds will deliver a welcome address.
Following presentation of the degree
candidates by Vice President for Ac-
ademic and Student Affairs Dr. Bill
Knowles, President Reynolds will
confer the degrees.

Due to venue capacity, overflow
seating will be available in the Jeff

Johnston Fine Arts Center Audito-
rium. The ceremony will be lives-
treamed in the overflow area and on
the College’s official YouTube page.

Graduates of the Nursing Program
will also participate in a Pinning Cer-
emony at 12 p.m. in the Utterback
Ballroom, located in the Enoch Kelly
Haney Center.

Campus offices will be closed to the
public on the morning of May § to al-
low staff to assist with commencement
preparations. The SSC  Bookstore
and The Flower Box will have pop-
up shops on site before and after the
event. Offices will reopen at 1:30 p.m.

For more information about SSC’s
commencement activities, contact
the Office of Admissions at (405) 382-
9230.

SSC Honors Denim Harris with Jersey Retirement

¥
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SSC Head Baseball Coach
Mack Chambers and members of
the baseball team present Denim
Harris’ parents, Toy Harper and
David Harris, with a framed No.
4 jersey during a jersey retirement
ceremony April 4 at Lloyd Sim-
mons Field. Harris, an outfielder
on the SSC baseball team and a
graduate of Mansfield Timber-
view High School, passed away
following a car accident on Oct.
16, 2025, at age 18.



Seminole State College will host
the NJCAA Region II Division I Base-
ball Tournament May 7-10 at Lloyd
Simmons Field, located in the Brian
Crawford Memorial Sports Complex.
This marks the third consecutive year
SSC has hosted the tournament.

The Trojans enter the tournament
as the No. 1 seed, with a 19-5 confer-
ence record. The Region Il champi-
on will advance to the South Central

SSC to Host NJCAA

calozs

District Championship, scheduled for
May 14-16.

The tournament opens Thursday,
May 7, with No. 4 Rose State facing
No. 5 Kastern Oklahoma at noon.
No. 2 Connors State will take on No.
3 NEO A&M at 3:30 p.m. SSC will
play the winner of Game 1 at 7 p.m.
Thursday.

Additional games will be held on
Friday, May 8, and Saturday, May 9.

Softball Earns Top Seed

The Seminole State College soft-
ball team will compete in the NJCAA
Region II Division I Tournament May
13-17 at the Citizen Potawatomi Na-
tion Softball Complex in Shawnee.

The Trojans enter the tournament
as the No. 1 seed after finishing con-
ference play with a 21-1 record. SSC
holds an overall record of 45-4 on the
season and will not play until Thurs-
day, May 14.

The full tournament bracket has
not been finalized, as Region Il teams
are still completing regularseason
competition this week. Other teams
in the Region II standings include
Rose State College, Eastern Okla-

N

homa State College, Northeastern
Oklahoma A&M College, Connors
State College, Northern Oklahoma
College-Tonkawa and Northern Okla-
homa College-Enid.

Region Il Baseball To
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An if-necessary championship game is
scheduled for 1 p.m. Sunday, May 10.
The higher-seeded team will serve as
the home team throughout the tour-
nament.

Local support has once again been
integral to hosting the event. SSC
Business and Industry Director Dan-
ny Morgan has coordinated with the
City of Seminole, local banks and the
Seminole Chamber of Commerce

-

SSC recently saw its 39-game win-
ning streak come to an end on May
2 with a loss to Eastern Oklahoma
State College. Despite the setback,
the Trojans have remained among the

urnament
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to organize volunteers and logistics.
Local support has once again been
integral to hosting the tournament.
SSC’s Business and Industry Director
Danny Morgan has coordinated with
the City of Seminole, local banks, and
the Chamber of Commerce to orga-
nize volunteers and logistics.

For live updates and livestream in-
formation, visit sscok.edu.

in Region Il Tournament

top programs in the region, posting a
918 overall winning percentage and a
955 conference winning percentage
this season.

Through 49 games, SSC has scored
407 runs, hit 70 home runs and re-
corded a .394 team batting average,
458 on-base percentage and .640
slugging percentage. The Trojans are
22-3 at home, 19-1 on the road and
4-0 in neutral-site contests.

Updates to the Region II Tourna-
ment bracket and game times will be
announced once finalized at sscok.
edu.
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Seminole residents Haley Coates
and David Hooten have been ap-
pointed by Governor Kevin Stitt to
serve as members of the Seminole
State College Board of Regents. Their
appointments were presented by Sen-
ator Grant Green and confirmed by
the Oklahoma State Senate Fduca-
tion Committee at the State Capitol
on April 28.

Coates will begin her term imme-
diately. Hooten will succeed current
SSC Board of Regents Chair Marci
Donaho beginning July 1, 2026.

“We are pleased to welcome Ha-
ley Coates and David Hooten to the
Seminole State College Board of
SSC President Lana Reyn-
olds said. “Both bring strong business

Regents,”

backgrounds, deep community con-
nections and a shared commitment
to the continued growth of Seminole
State College. Their leadership and
service will be valuable assets as we

continue to support and serve our stu-

dents, employees and community.”

Coates is the owner of HC Invest-
ments and Downtown Floral Co. in
Seminole. She earned a Bachelor of
Science degree from the University
of Central Oklahoma and is a gradu-
ate of Leadership Seminole Class of
2022. Coates is a member of the Sem-
inole Chamber of Commerce, Foster-
ing Little Angels and ESA. She previ-
ously served as a trustee for the SSC
Educational Foundation. She and her
husband, Harry Coates Jr., have eight
children.

Hooten is the owner of Hooten Oil
Co. He graduated from Seminole
High School in 1979 and earned a
degree in business administration and
accounting from Anderson Universi-
ty in Anderson, Indiana, in 1983. He
is a Certified Lubrication Specialist
through the Society of 'Tribologists
and Lubrication Engineers. Hooten
and his wife, Teri, have three chil-
dren.
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Gov. Kevm Stztt has appomted Haley Coates and Davzd Hooten to serve
as members of the Seminole State College Board of Regents. Their ap-
pointments were presented by Sen. Grant Green and confirmed by the
Oklahoma State Senate Education Committee at the State Capitol on
April 28. Pictured (from left): Former State Senator Harry Coates, Haley
Coates, State Senator Grant Green, David Hooten, Teri Hooten and SSC

President Lana Reynolds.

Chamber of Commerce Honors Two SSC Employees

Two Seminole State College em-
ployees were recognized during the
Seminole Chamber of Commerce
Forum on April 9. Director of Phys-
ical Plant Clint Robertson was hon-
ored as Staff Member of the Month,
and Language Arts and Human-
ities Division Chair Kelli McBride
was named Faculty Member of the
Month.

The Seminole Chamber of Com-

405-382-9950
SSCOK.EDU

merce Education Committee, along
with the Lions Club and Kontoor
Brands/Wrangler, SSC

employees several times during Fo-

recognizes

rum each year.

Robertson has worked at SSC
for nearly four years. As Director of
Physical Plant, he oversees campus
maintenance, coordinates improve-
ment projects and helps ensure cam-
pus events are set up and ready to go.

Before joining SSC, he worked at
TDK Ferrites Corp. in Shawnee for
32 years.

McBride has served SSC for 29
years, including nine years as an ad-
junct instructor. She has held sever-
al campus leadership roles and cur-
rently serves as Language Arts and
Humanities Division Chair. She also
co-sponsors Sigma Kappa Delta and
advises The Muse literary anthology.
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LAH Division Chair Kelli Mc-
Bride (left) and Director of Physi-
cal Plant Clint Robertson (right)

SEMINOLE STATE COLLEGE
2701 BOREN BLVD
SEMINOLE, OK 74868

MAY 2026



